Dear M. Goodi n:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. |In your statenent you discussed the
Commerce to Birds Point Levee and the Thonpson Bend/ Dry Bayou
Bendway Cut of f.

The Commerce to Birds Point Levee is a critical part of
the M ssissippi River Mainline Levee System Overtoppi ng and/ or
failure of that | evee could be catastrophic to numerous cities
and towns and thousands of acres of farm and between the west
bank of the Mssissippi River and Ctow ey’s R dge, all the way
down to Mari anna, Arkansas. The recently conpleted Comrerce
to Birds Point Levee raise/restoration work should restore the
integrity of the | evee system and substantially reduce the
probability of any type of levee failure in this area in the
future. W comrend your efforts and those of your association,
plus Levee District No. 2 of Scott County and Levee District
No. 3 of M ssissippi County, in working with the Corps on these
| evee i nprovenents.

The Thonpson Bend Ri parian project has been successf ul
mai nl y because of the strong support shown by you and others
in your area. W appreciate your taking the time on Sunday
afternoon, April 1, 2001, to show and brief the Comr ssion
menbers and staff firsthand on the work you are doing in
conjunction with the St. Louis District. | plan to explore



the viability of what you are doing at Thonpson Bend for other
areas in the Mssissippi Valley Division. Again, we applaud
your efforts in this area. This work will certainly be used as
an exanple for other repairs for simlar problens in the future.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



